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1 NECESSARY preliminary to intelligent
JLTJL plans for the promotion of social wel-
fare is an understanding of the nature of society
itself, since society is composed of human be-
ings related to one another in various ways and
may be improved or may be harmed by chang-
ing these relations.

It is reasonable to believe that society may
be improved by natural selection and the sur-
vival of the fittest, as are often the species of
animals. The care of the weak and unfit in
highly civilized society seems to militate
against this, but is amply justified by the
humanitarian moral effect upon society. Po-
litical philosophers have often believed that
under certain circumstances society may be
improved by artificial selection, as we expect to
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